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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 
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The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

August is a month with a special devotion to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, the love her heart has for the 
Lord. It is a model for the way we should love God. 
The fact that her heart is immaculate, that is sinless, 
means that she is the only human person who is able to 
really love God in the way that he should be loved. 

In danger, in difficulty or in doubt, think of Mary, call 

upon Mary. keep her name on your lips and never let it 
pass out of your heart. Following in her footsteps you 
will not go astray: praying to her you will not fall into 
despair: thinking of her you will not err. While she 
keeps hold of your hand, you will not fall, you will not 
grow weary, you will have no fear. Enjoy her protec-
tion, you will reach the goal. St Bernard. 

An emergency food package of £226,000 
(250,000EUR) is to be rushed out to Beirut by a lead-
ing Catholic charity in the wake of the huge explosion 
on Tuesday (4th August). 
The Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) grant will target 
poor families worst affected by the blast which devas-
tated the port area of the Lebanese capital. 

At least 100 people were killed and 4,000 others were 
injured when 2,750 tonnes of ammonium nitrate 
stored in a warehouse exploded. Speaking from Beirut, 
ACN project partner Father Raymond Abdo told the 
charity: “The explosion felt like an atomic bomb with 
red smoke everywhere and huge damage.”ACN Leba-
non expert Father Samer Nassif, said that the Christian 
zone of Beirut was “completely devastated”, with at 
least 10 churches destroyed, 300,000 people homeless 
and many others suffering, with livelihoods “totally 
destroyed” by the blast. He said: “Yesterday in one sec-
ond, more damage to the Christian quarter of Beirut 
was done than throughout the long years of the civil 
war.“We have to build it again from the ground up. 
Fathers Abdo and Naasif said that, after the long run-
ning economic crisis and the coronavirus, Lebanon is ill
-equipped to deal with the emergency and urgently 
needed international help for the people’s basic needs.  

In “An Appeal to the Countries of the World” sent to-
day (Wednesday, 5th August), Maronite Patriarch Car-
dinal Bechara Boutros Rai, President of the Conference 
of Patriarchs and Catholic Bishops of Lebanon, 
said: “Beirut is a devastated city.“Beirut, the fiancée of 

the East and the beacon of the West, is wounded.“It’s a 
war scene – there is destruction and desolation in all its 
streets, its districts and its houses.” 

Donations can be made to the Aid to the Church In 
Need Lebanon Appeal by phone 01524 388739 Mon-
Fri 9am to 5pm or by going to the Aid to the Church in 
Need website:  https://acnuk.org/ 



  

Anniversaries about this time. 

August 11th Ian Roberts, Margaret Do-
cherty, 12th Cyril Clarke, Julietta Cole-
man, Pippa Miller, Stephen Salter, 13th 
Mabel O’Hanrahan, 14th John Mannion, 
15th Jamesie Gavaghan, Peter Clarkee, 
Walter Hird, 16th Anna Mzyk, Kitty Bain-
bridge, Teresa Nicholson, 17th Bishop John 
Wraw, David Graham, James Roe, 19th 
Jack Rabbitte, 20th Kyle Grande, 21st Mel-
vin Grindle, 22nd Dorothy Ainsworth, Tina 
Glover, 23rd Bernard Wright, Deaslec  

Boudne, Jeanne Widdowson, Priscilla 
Menzes, 24th Agnes Birk 25th Geoff Fraser, 
Mary Gibbons, Rose Charmak.    

 

 

 

 

May we also pray for All who are ill, or in 
hospital and for those who care for them. 

 

Congratulations to: 

Melissa Haigh who was received into the 

Catholic Church, Confirmed and made her 

First Holy Communion on Sunday 2nd Au-

gust. To Russell Bell, Baptised, Confirmed 

and received First Holy Communion in 

Sheffield NG Monday 3rd Aug.  

Congratulations to Peggy Clarke who will 

be 94 on the 10th August.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. AMEN 

The Bench ANGEL re-

ports in 

During Lent I asked myself “What 
would I do for Lent?” Over the 
years I’ve done so many different 
things like all of us. The answer 
came back: to get the benches back 
up to a certain standard because 
they were well used and needed a 
facelift. The necessary equipment 
was purchased and made a plan of 
action, ready and willing to go and 
started on the first four benches.  
Once started I fully realised just 
how bad the benches were and that 
they would have to be completely 
sanded down along with staining 
and varnishing.  I came in one 
morning and Fr had moved the St 
Joseph to stand on the floor near 
the first bench and St Joseph was 
my constant companion over the 
next weeks encouraging, supporting 
and guiding me to do the job.  A 
bigger job than I thought! So, it 
would now be my Lent and Easter 
offering. The question ran around 

my mind “how does an ant eat an 
elephant?” – “bit by bit” -  just do it.   
But I was brought to an absolute 
halt as a result of the Covid pan-
demic was rife and caused lock-
down, certainly for the over 70’s.   

Once lockdown was eased, I re-
turned to the empty church and St 
Joseph was still watching over the 
church.  Over many weeks I sand-
ed, cleaned, stained and varnished 
the benches. Please don’t laugh be-
cause I was more afraid of dying of 
Covid and not get the job done but 
all the benches eventually were fin-
ished and I didn’t get Covid. My 
biggest problem was obtaining sup-
plies of varnish with shops/DIY 
shops closed. Thank you for the 
internet but I could only get 3 tins 
at any one time however the main 
job was completed.  Thank you, St 
Joseph, for your help and in my 
mind’s eye I saw a different side to 
St Joseph one that makes me smile. 
He didn’t have the tools I had! 

While working in church it was 
peaceful and there were times, I had 
sacred music on and the radio but 
also had time for prayer – each 
bench I did I thought about the per-
son who sat there and prayed for 
each of the parishioners.  I also 
prayed for all the past parishioners 
who worked tirelessly to get our 
church built. I thought and prayed 
for the many people who had died 
and their families who could not go 
to their funerals. I contemplated my 
own life: the joys and not so sweet 
times that have made up my life and 
makes me - me.  With God’s help it 
is surprising what can be done. I 
thank God for my life and so happy 
that I was able to give of me for my 
Lent and Easter offering. Tomor-
row I will have finished the benches 
on the Sanctuary. Job done although 
it has taken a long time.  It has been 
a joy to sprinkle some “fairy dust”. 

God Bless  

The Bench Angel 

75th Anniversary of the Atomic 

Bombings of Hiroshima and Naga-

saki on August 6th and 9th 1945. 

‘My brother bishops and I mourn with the Japanese 
people for the innocent lives that were taken and the 
generations that have continued to suffer the public 
health and environmental consequences of these tragic 
attacks. 

On this solemn occasion, we join our voice with Pope 
Francis and call on our national and world leaders to 
persevere in their efforts to abolish these weapons of 

mass destruction, which threaten the existence of the 
human race and our planet. 

We ask our Blessed Mother Mary, the Queen of 
Peace, to pray for the human family, and for each one 
of us. Remembering the violence and injustice of the 
past, may we commit ourselves to being peacemakers 
as Jesus Christ calls us to be. Let us always seek the 
path of peace and seek alternatives to the use of war as 
a way to settle differences between nations and peo-
ples.” 

Conference of Catholic Bishops of the United States of 
America.    



 
The weeks ahead: 

Saturday 8th August 6pm Immaculate Con-
ception 

Eighteenth Sunday  Monica Plumbtree 

Sunday 9th 9am Immaculate Con-
ception 

Eighteenth Sunday People of the Parish 

  11am St Gerard’s Eighteenth Sunday   
Kathleen Kelsall 
 

Monday 10th 10am Immaculate Con-
ception 

St Laurence, Deacon and 
Martyr 

Paula Polidano 

Tuesday 11th 10am St Gerard’s St Clare Holy Souls 

Wednesday 12th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday  Dennis Buckley 

Thursday 13th 7pm Immaculate Con-
ception 

Weekday Harry and Mary Bailey 

Friday 14th 10am Immaculate Con-
ception  

St Maximillian Kolbe Tom and Shirley Giblin 

Saturday 15th August 11am St Gerard’s Weekday Betty Sykes 
  

  6pm Immaculate Con-
ception 

The Assumption Of The 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

People of the Parish 

Sunday 16th 9am Immaculate Con-
ception 

The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Eileen Sherwin 

  11am St Gerard’s The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

Noel Doocey 

Monday 17th 10am Immaculate Con-
ception 

Weekday  Paul Nettleship 

Tuesday 18th   10am St Gerard’s Weekday Valeria Porter 

Wednesday 19th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday  Margaret Jay 

Thursday 20th 7pm Immaculate Con-
ception 

St Bernard  Michael Ainsworth 

Friday 21st   10am Immaculate Con-
ception 

St Pius X Yorkshire Brethren 

Saturday 22nd  August  11am St Gerard’s BVM Queen of Heaven  People of the Parish 

Attending Mass at The Immaculate Conception and St Gerard’s 

We have received some lovely messages from people who made their first visit to our churches after lockdown. The visits 
have been for them both powerful and emotional and have helped in giving them the confidence to return again.  

If you have not yet visited us since lockdown then hopefully these reassuring words will help you to make your first visit. 
The Sunday obligation remains lifted which means that you can attend on whatever day you find convenient.  

Just ring in advance on 01709 363753 or email office@tpicr.co.uk, give your name and phone number for purposes of track 
and trace and we will book you in.  

 

Please remember that 
as from the 8th August 
wearing face masks in 
the church will be a 
statutory requirement.  

mailto:office@tpicr.co.uk


Biblical Quiz 

This editions questions 

1) What did God create on the fifth day? 

2) When Joshua came near to Jericho he had a vision. Who did 
Joshua meet in the vision? 

3) In the Book of Revelation the ‘seven churches’ are addressed. 
Which church is described as being lukewarm?  

Answers to the last editions questions;   1) Nineveh, 2) Judith, 3) Malta  

Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard Gumersall 

Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 
01709 363 753 

office@tpicr.co.uk 
www.tpicr.co.uk 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the purpos-
es of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who delivers 
your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of distributing the 
newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administration to remain in 
contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever be provided to any 
third party. If at any time you would like your details removing from this list, please 
email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with your name and address 
and ask for your details to be removed. 

100 club. The July draw was on Monday 27th July after mass. It was won  by 
no #51—Carmel Stagles. Congratulations on winning £100 

The August draw will be on Monday 31st.  

Good luck all. 

A Good Read 

The Brenden Voyage by Tim Severin 

The book first came out in 1978 and 
I remember reading it then, an im-
pressive story about a team of ex-
plorers/adventurers who took a 
leather boat across the Atlantic to 
prove a point. Having re-read the 
story again recently the adventure 
maintains its excitement, challenges 
and insight into human endeavour 
under trying conditions and how a 
community living on the west coast 
of Ireland in the sixth cent had been 
exploring the North Atlantic.  

Inspired by the text Navigatio Sancti 
Brendani Abbatis, describing the 
voyages of St Brendan across the 

North Atlantic in search of the 
‘promised lands’ in the sixth cent, 
Tim Severin and a small team of ex-
plorers set out in 1976/77to build a 
leather boat as described by the text, 
sail across the Atlantic and show that 
it is possible that the Irish monks 
who lived along the west coast of 
Ireland travelled to and from North 
America long before our history 
books mention Christopher Colum-
bus.  

The voyage carried out by Severin 
and his crew tests their stamina, will 
power and ability to live and to work 
close together through stormy condi-
tions, cold weather and isolation. Re 
reading the book almost 40 years 
later it is also interesting to learn of 

the genuine concerns about climate 
change in the 1970’s and for the pop-
ulation of whales in the area. The sea 
faring community at the time took 
this adventure to their hearts and 
gave the crew their support and help. 
This is a good read for the holiday, 
an escape, an adventure and yes, you 
do arrive on dry land. 

Liber Bonum. 

 

If you have recently enjoyed a good 
read or will enjoy one on a deserved 
break please write a few words about 
the book and send it in for the next 
edition of the newsletter. All contri-
butions will come under the pseudo-
nym Liber Bonum.         

Morning Prayer 

Lord, save me from pride and vanity: of boasting and showing 
off. Give me true courage that shows itself in gentleness; true 
wisdom shown in simplicity and true power through modes-
ty. May I give glory to Your name by acting on these words. 
Amen. 

Evening Prayer  

The day draws to an end and I offer to you Lord my labour. 

Forgive my failings……….and by your tender mercy help 

me find hope and affirmation in the blessings you gave during 

the day.  May I rest in your care Lord and all worries and anx-

ieties be calmed as I sleep this night. Amen.  


