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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 

25TH JULY 2020 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

Father of humanity, Lord of History. Look upon this continent to which you sent philosophers, lawgivers and 
people endowed with wisdom, precursors of their faith in your Son, fallen and risen. Look at these people evan-
gelised by Peter and Paul, by prophets, monks and saints. Look at these regions drenched in the blood of mar-
tyrs, moved by the voice of reformers. Look at these people linked by so many bonds and ties, yet divided by 
hatred and war. Assist us in committing ourselves to a Europe of the Spirit, founded not just on economic trea-
ties, but also on values which are human and eternal; a Europe capable of ethnic and ecumenical reconciliation, 
quick to welcome the stranger, respectful of human dignity. Give us confidence to see it as our duty to encour-
age and promote understanding between peoples, which provides for all continents justice and bread, liberty 
and peace. Amen.  

Patron Saints of Europe 

Europe has six patron saints, each of whom has an in-
credible story of how they responded to God’s call in 
their life, a call which had a significant impact on the 
Church and life in Europe. Two of these patrons have 
their Feast Days in July, St Benedict on the 11th and St 
Bridget on the 23rd.  In 1964 St Paul VI declared Bene-
dict patron of Europe for dispelling the darkness of the 
time by the light of Christian civilization and radiated 
peace.  

In 1980 St John Paul II gave Cyril and Methodius to 
Benedict as co patrons, balancing the stories of Christi-
anity in Europe both eastern and west, and gave his 
own famous description of the Church breathing with 
two lungs both east and west. John Paul II saw in both 
Cyril and Methodius pioneers of evangelisation and 
mission, charisms the Church across the whole of Eu-
rope is in need of rekindling.  

Then nineteen years later John Paul added three wom-
en for their witness and mission, acknowledging also 
how the Church has at times been conditioned by a 
culture that did not always show due consideration to 
women. He went on to explain that their holiness was 

demonstrated in historical circumstances and geograph-
ical settings which make them significant for Europe. St 
Bridget of Sweden lived during the fourteenth century. 
She was both a mother, a founder of a Religious Order 
and an active unifier across the northern regions of the 
continent as well as seeking to maintain the unity of the 
Church through Rome. Catherine of Sienna also lived 
in the fourteenth century. At the time the Successor of 
Peter lived in Avignon and Catherine brought to com-
pletion a spiritual work already initiated by Bridget by 
becoming the force behind the Pope’s return to his 
own See in Rome.  Finally, Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross, as a thinker, mystic and martyr built a bridge 
between her Jewish roots and her commitment to 
Christ, taking part in the dialogue with contemporary 
philosophical thought with sound intuition and in the 
end forcefully proclaiming in her martyrdom the way 
of God united with those who are oppressed in the hor-
rendous atrocity of the Shoah, (extermination of the 
Jews and other minorities by the Nazi’s) 

Today as all of us face uncertainty across Europe we 
need more than ever the prayers of our patrons.       

Morning Prayer 

Bless the day ahead O Lord, help me to be attentive to the 
prompting of your Holy Spirit. Enable me to show under-
standing and give wise counsel. Help me to say the truth and 
when this is hard for someone to accept, to do so with a hum-
ble heart fortified by courage. May I be conscious of those 
around me and accept their presence during the day with gra-
ciousness. Amen. 

Evening Prayer  

Lord save me from frustrations where there is unfinished work 
today. Forgive me where the cause is down to my own idleness. 
I thank you for what has been completed; may I not boast. 
Calm the troublesome thoughts I have so that I may rest this 
night and rise in the morning to serve you again.  

Amen.   



  Anniversaries about this time. 

July 25th Joan Browne, 26th Fr. Jacques 
Hamez, Honto Koffi, Jean David Koffi, 
Paul Edwards, 27th James Stanley, 29th 
Albert Earnshaw, Barbara Storey, 30th 
Clara Glennon, Pat and Ann Frain, 31st 
Donald Macleod. August 2nd Joseph 
Ross openshaw, Rose Margaret Open-
shaw, 4th Bernard Moore, Maria Pegg, 
6th Debra Gavin, 7th Monica O’Con-
nor, 8th Eddie Gristi. 

Recently Died  Jan Royan 19th July, 
Anne Henry 20th July 

 

 

 

 

May we also pray for All who are ill, or 
in hospital and for those who care for 
them. 

Congratulations to: 

Fr. Darren Reid and to Fr. Martin 
Trask on the Silver Anniversary of their 
Ordination to the Priesthood. 

And to Danny and Kelly Nightingale on 
the birth of their second son Reuben on 
the 12th July, a welcomed brother for 
Joseph.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. AMEN 

Your St.Vincent De Paul Society (SVP) 

Your SVP runs between the parish of St Gerard’s and the 
Immaculate Conception. We’re made up of seven  mem-
bers, all united with the purpose to offer friendship and 
practical help to those who need it within our parish com-
munities. Pre-pandemic, we were visiting our elderly neigh-
bours, supporting some families in need and we hosted an 
enjoyable pub lunch for members of the parish. During the 
pandemic, we have joined many of you in reaching out to 
our older parishioners, keeping in contact over the phone, 
helping with food deliveries and delivering the church news-
letters. We feel very humbled that the work we would 
acknowledge as our SVP duty is actually happening all 
around us by many members of the parishes. After all, our 
Christian mission unites us.  

The SVP has also started to work with Sunnyside Supplies. 
They are a foodbank set up specifically during the pandemic 
to help those immediately affected by the lockdown and the 
financial burden it has brought. Sunnyside Supplies are 
linked to the Maltby Foodbank but reach out specifically to 
areas within the parish of Blessed Trinity and are currently 

expanding their area to Dalton and Thrybergh, which are 
areas within the parish of St. Gerard’s. So far, the SVP have 
delivered leaflets about the foodbank to try and reach out to 
people in need. It is hoped that as more calls come in from 
people within our parish areas, we will start to help Sunny-
side Supplies gather donations and deliver food parcels. 

As lockdown begins to ease for many, the financial burden 
placed on households is still very prevalent. There is a need 
for Sunnyside Supplies to continue as a foodbank, especially 
within the areas our parish covers. The SVP hope to support 
the foodbank as best we can. As demand increases, we may 
start to use our parish WhatsApp groups to appeal for dona-
tions and indeed help to deliver food parcels. If you would 
like any more information please do not hesitate to contact 
us.   

As an SVP group, we aspire to help anyone who needs it. If 
you know who we are, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
us and let us know how we can help. If you don’t know us, 
our number is 07562462807. If we don’t answer initially, 
please leave a message and one of us will call you. We are 
here to talk, offer support and help in any way that we can.  

St Mary Magdalene 

Foodbank 

When social distancing was introduced 
in March this year, some of us naively 
thought that we’d be back to normal 
after a few months. However, four 
months later, things are just the same 
but with the added worry that Rother-
ham could go back into a state of lock-
down.   

On 15th March, twenty four people 
came through our doors to collect par-
cels on behalf of their families - 53 
adults and children.  Gradually, over 
the weeks of lockdown, we have grown 
in size and become the centre of emer-
gency food relief in the village, working 
with the town council and various other 
partners, and now the number of deliv-
eries has steadily grown to somewhere 
between 100 and 110 parcels, plus a 

number of emergency ones, each week. 
(Since lockdown, over 1500 parcels 
have already gone out.)  Even though 
two people came off our list last week, 
due to them returning to work, 108 of 
our usual weekly parcels were deliv-
ered plus five emergency ones, as other 
people were laid off or ran out of the 
means to support themselves.   

We are now in our 19th week of parcels 
and the need is ever present.  We are 
still supporting 119 families – not every 
family requires a parcel every week, as 
some have benefits paid or are helped 
by other family or neighbours – which 
equates to 319 people (193 adults, 119 
children and 7 babies).  We did worry 
when we heard that the free school 
meals vouchers wouldn’t be available 
over the summer holidays because that 
would put added pressure on our re-

sources but even though that issue has 
been resolved, many families will still 
require our help though the holidays 
and beyond into the autumn.   

No-one knows when the need is going 
to ease and we are already making plans 
for the rest of this year, both in contin-
uing to provide food but also assisting 
our clients with other forms of support. 



 

Saturday 25th July 6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Seventeenth Sunday  John Geoghan 

Sunday 26th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

Seventeenth Sunday Aniv of Ordination 

  11am St Gerard’s Seventeenth Sunday  People of the Parish 

Monday 27th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday Tina Jenkinson 

Tuesday 28th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday Lisa Appleyard 

Wednesday 29th 10am St Gerard’s St Martha  Maurice and Emily 
Rogers 

Thursday 30th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday Michael Ainsworth 

Friday 31st 10am Immaculate 
Conception  

St Ignatius of Loyola Paddy Ross 

Saturday 1st August 11am St Gerard’s St Alphonsus Mary de’Lig-
uori 

 Gladys Barker 

  6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Eighteenth Sunday  People of the Parish 

Sunday 2nd 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

Eighteenth Sunday  Powell Family 

  11am St Gerard’s Eighteenth Sunday  Fr. Burke 

Monday 3rd 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday  Edmond Sexton 

Tuesday 4th   10am St Gerard’s St John Vianney Margaret Jay 

Wednesday 5th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday  Mary Graham 

Thursday 6th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

The Transfiguration of the 
Lord  

David Lewis 

Friday 7th  10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday Yorkshire Brethren 

Saturday 8th August  11am St Gerard’s St Dominic  Fr Dominic Jen-
kinson. 

Thank you to the parishioners 
of Immaculate Conception, St 
Gerard’s and Blessed Trinity 

Dear friends, on the weekend just 
gone I was Ordained to the Priest-
hood and celebrated my first Mass of 
Thanksgiving at the Immaculate 
Conception. It has all been a truly 
awesome experience!  

I would like to say a special thank 
you to my home parishes. Our faith 
communities have been the location 
where my vocation has been inspired 
and nourished. I am so grateful to 

the priests who looked after us 
growing up, the many Christian 
souls who have gone before us and 
made our parishes what they are, 
and all of you for your continued 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
today.  

I thank all of you who have prayed 
for me and supported me in so many 
ways. The Spiritual Bouquet you 
sent me is astonishing! I also thank 
those who contributed to providing 
the very beautiful Chalice, Paten and 
Chasuble that I have been gifted. My 
Mass of thanksgiving was the begin-

ning of nine Masses with the inten-
tion of  Thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, His glorification on earth and 
for all those who have supported me 
and prayed for me in any way. That 
includes all of you who read this.  
Please continue to keep praying that 
I will be a humble, holy and joyful 
priest of Jesus Christ.  

I bless you all and ask Our Lady to 
intercede for you and all your loved 
ones 

- Father Dominic Jenkinson 

The weeks ahead: 



Biblical Quiz 

Answers to the last questions.    

1) Which city was Jonah sent to preach? 

2)  Who beheaded Holofernes? 

3) In the Acts of the Apostles Paul is shipwrecked while on the way 
to Rome. On the shores of which island does Paul end up on? 

Answers to last edition’s questions: 

1) Esther, 2) Breakfast, 3) Synagogue  

Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard Gumersall 

Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 
01709 363 753 

office@tpicr.co.uk 
www.tpicr.co.uk 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the purpos-
es of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who delivers 
your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of distributing the 
newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administration to remain in 
contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever be provided to any 
third party. If at any time you would like your details removing from this list, please 
email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with your name and address 
and ask for your details to be removed. 

100 Club has restarted. First draw to be held at end of July.  

Pay by envelope leaving in basket at rear of Church, post into 
Fr.Des letterbox or pay by bank transfer. Don’t forget your draw 
number!  Anyone who pays through  bank transfer please send an 
email to Fr Des telling him how much you have  paid and copy to 
me . This is so we can update our records. Any problems call 
Malcolm 07960 351 922. malcolmwheldon665@btinternet.com 

Celebrating the Sacraments—
More good news, I am now able to 
conduct baptisms, hear confessions 
and begin to organise taking Com-
munion to the housebound and the 
sick. 

Baptisms—I am now able to con-
duct infant baptisms and I am ready 
to arrange dates with the parents. 
There will be some preparation be-
fore the ceremony as usual and there 
is a restriction on the number of peo-
ple able to attend. However, it is 
now possible to conduct the baptis-
mal rite so if you wish to know more 
please do contact me. 

Confessions—I am also able to 
hear confessions. You can arrange a 
time with me that is mutually con-
venient and I am also available at the 
Immaculate Conception 6-30pm on 
Thursday evenings and at St Gerard’s 
10-30am on a Saturday morning.  

Communion to the House-
bound and the Sick.—The dio-
cese is making arrangements for the 
member of a household or social 
bubble to be able to take Commun-
ion to someone in the same house-
hold or social bubble who is unable 
to attend mass. If someone who is 
unable to attend mass but would like 
to receive Communion wishes to 
contact me I will be able to arrange 
for another member of their house-
hold or social bubble to bring Com-
munion to them. The person to take 
Communion to another must be a 
Catholic and in good standing with 
the Church as well as being a mem-
ber of the same household/social 
bubble. Some training will be re-
quired and will cover how to admin-
ister Communion safely. If you are 
interested in learning more please do 
contact me.  

First Holy Communion—This 
will be a challenge but it is not im-
possible. We have a lot of children 
who have celebrated their First Con-
fession and are now waiting for the 
opportunity to make their First Holy 
Communion. What will not happen 
are large gatherings where numbers 
of children are making their First 
Holy Communion at the same time 
with large numbers of families and 
friends with them. It is more than 
likely that it will be two or three 
children at a time with a limit on the 
number of people present. Prepara-
tion can take place from home, 
(sorry, more learning at home) the 
learning material can be supplied and 
also there will be a session with me 
in the church. So, if you wish to pro-
ceed further do contact me.  

Fr. Desmond.    

 


