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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-
centred community, drawing people 

to know Jesus through our words 
and actions. 

12TH  DECEMBER 2020 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

Gaudete Sunday 

This Sunday marks the Third Sunday 
of Advent known also as Gaudete Sun-
day. The word ‘Gaudete’ is based on 
the first word of the Latin Entrance 
Antiphon for this day, meaning 
‘Rejoice’ taken from Philippians 4:4,5 
‘Gaudete in Domino semper’ (Rejoice in 
the Lord always).  

Since Advent is a penitential season, 
the priest normally wears purple vest-
ments but on Gaudete Sunday, having 

passed the midpoint of Advent, the 
Church lightens the mood a little and 
the priest may wear Rose vestments. 
Likewise the third candle of the Ad-
vent wreath is traditionally rose col-
oured or pink.  These are the Church’s 
way of further heightening our expec-
tation as we draw ever nearer towards 
the Solemnity of Christmas, encourag-
ing us in our spiritual preparations dur-
ing the days ahead  

.  

The Sacrament of Confession 

Some people believe that the Sac-
rament of Confession is not availa-
ble due to the Covid 19 pandemic. 
This is not correct. While most 
parishes cannot advertise set time 
for hearing confessions due to the 
danger of social distancing not be-
ing maintained in queues, a priest 
can hear confession on request. So 
instead of asking your parish 
priest ‘what time is confession 
available?’ ask ‘have you time Fr. to 
hear my confession?’ I am availa-
ble and willing . 

CAFOD's New World gifts Catalogue is 
out now. "World Gifts are CAFOD's 
charity gift range of unusual, ethical 
presents that will delight your friends 
and family". To find out more go to:  

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

Alpha 2021—The countdown is on to Alpha 
online begins in January! Our exciting Alpha 
via zoom course starts on Wednesday 13th 
Jan 7pm and runs for 10 weeks with a break 
on 17th Feb. Numbers will be limited but if 
you are interested please let us know asap by 
emailing alphaicr@outlook.com.  

See inside  from Rachel who attended last 
year. Page 3 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
mailto:alphaicr@outlook.com


Anniversaries 

11th Alan Mills, James Thompson, 
12th Thompson Family, 13th Shei-
la Martin, Christopher Hitchen, 
Annamma Abraham, Gladys Ash-
more, John Colley, Irene Dallas, 
Edward Joseph Strzala, Fred 
Unsworth, Jeanette Dearing, 
Valerie McClare, Stuart Di Tan-
na, 14th Margaret White, E. 
Chacko, E.Philppose, E.P. James, 
15th Maitland Hancock, Gertrude 
Kelsall, John & Theresa Kelly, 
William Clarke, 16th Deborah Co-
hen, Thomas Duffy, Wil-

liam,Duffy, 17th Doris Edwards, 
John Sidebottom, Kathleen Low-
ry, 18th Sharon Lala, Andrew 
Rodgers, 19th Amy Gurran, Allan 
Stacey, Catherine Flanagan, 
Joan Wilson. 

Recent Deaths—Owen Ka-
vanagh, Sheila Mountford, Ber-
nard Atkinson , Teresa Brennan 

Please pray for the following 
who are ill 

Michael Garvey, for Sandra, fo-
Malachi, for Skylar, Jennifer, 
Nick and their children, John W, 
Lucy Frith, Hilda Flaherty, Mar-
garet Collins, Danny Williams, all 
vulnerable adults and all who are 
suffering with Covid 19 

Congratulations to Alfie Kevan 
Drury and his parents on his 
Baptism.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 
AMEN 

FOODBANK UPDATE. 

Depending on your age/era… Perry Como, Mi-
chael Bublé and Meghan Trainer have all sung 
‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas’ 
and the scary thought that it is now less 
than two weeks away! St Mary Magdalene’s 
Parish Room/Foodbank HQ is not escaping 
from the spirit of the season - never mind 
the snow that people had to work in and walk 
through to pick up their parcels on Friday 4th 
Dec - but space has been found for a small 
tree and occasionally a Christmas jumper or 
face mask (the times we live in) makes an ap-
pearance. 

On Monday of last week, the room looked 
fuller than it has ever done full of the usual 
items e.g. packets of pasta, rice and tea 
bags, jars of jam, tins of mushy peas etc. in-
termingled with more chocolate and Christ-
mas goodies than you possibly want to see, 
due to the unending generosity of people 
both in the village but also our wider commu-
nities.   Thankfully, Maltby Town Council are 
helping with the special seasonal foods that 
are to be distributed on the week leading up 
to Christmas because the regular volunteers 
have the normal weekly cycle of phone calls, 
receiving donations, quarantining (where nec-
essary), and then restocking the tables and 
preparing the parcels, to be delivered or 
picked up, taking place right through Christ-
mas and into 2021.  (I am yet to discover 
who decided that we will work on Christmas 
Eve, as many of us have been in this, even 
before March 22nd but every week we con-
tinue to do what is needed.)  Every phone 
call/parcel has a story to it and at this time, 
it is wonderful that we are able help… alt-

hough, we really wish that we weren’t re-
quired at all. 

As ever, we are overwhelmed and immensely 
grateful for all the donations… be they from 
individuals, including children who are using 
their pocket money to buy items from our 
shopping lists, to schools and parishes, in-
cluding Immaculate Conception, St. Gerard’s 
and Blessed Trinity, whilst not forgetting 
the support of the local supermarkets, their 
customers and other charitable organisa-
tions. 

We are also incredibly appreciative of every-
one (and there are too many to list by name) 
who has given, and those who continue to 
give, their time to help.  We realise that 
there are only a small proportion of these 
that we will ever meet and be able to thank 
in person because for our operation to work 
so relatively smoothly there has to be many 
more unknown/unsung heroes, who regularly 
donate money or alternatively shop and deliv-
er to pick-up points, like ‘Desmond’s Depot’.  
Nothing is too small and we realise that not 
everyone is able to contribute beyond a 
prayer or two but those are also very grate-
fully received and have certainly kept us go-
ing.   

Therefore, the Foodbank volunteers, on be-
half of themselves and their clients, which 
at last count totalled 214 adults, children 
and babies, would like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank Fr. Des and his parishioners for 
whatever part they have played, especially 
during 2020 – a year none of us will ever for-
get – and we wish you all a very HAPPY AND 
HOLY CHRISTMAS!! 



Alpha testimonial—“Have you ever done an Al-
pha course? If not, I can strongly recommend 
it!   

Last year, I was asked if I would like to join the 
Alpha course and initially I wasn’t sure it if was 
for me. I’d grown up in a Christian family, been 
part of a church since I was born and had made 
a commitment to follow God when I was a young 
child so I thought that this course wasn’t suita-
ble for me.   
Out of curiosity I gave it a go, and on the first 
evening I was welcomed so warmly by the Alpha 
hosts that I knew this was going to be where I 
wanted to be for the next few weeks. Each 

week, I found myself looking forward to Alpha 
because it was a place to relax, enjoy good com-
pany and to also eat some delicious food made 
by some amazing cooks! Through the excellent 
videos and discussions with my small group, it 
reminded me of many basic truths about my 
faith that I had taken for granted over the 
years. I found that my passion and commitment 
to God was renewed and refreshed. It was also 
wonderful to have the time to get to know and 
learn from the people in my small group. The Al-
pha course is for everyone – to people who are 
new to the Christian faith and also to those who 
are familiar to it. If you haven’t done it yet, give 
it a go – you won’t regret it!”  - Rachel Deehan 

Saturday 12th 
December 

6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Third Sunday of Ad-
vent  

People of the Parish 

Sunday 13th
 9am Immaculate 

Conception 
Third Sunday of Ad-
vent 

Fr Drake Brockman 

  11am St Gerard’s Third Sunday of Ad-
vent   

Thomas & Katherine 
Higgins 

Monday 14th
 10am Immaculate 

Conception 
St John of the 
Cross 

 Bishop Moverley 

Tuesday 15th
 10am Immaculate 

Conception 
Advent Weekday   Mary McShane 

Egan Family 

Wednesday 16th
 10am St Gerard’s Advent Weekday  Deborah Cohen 

Thursday 17th
 7pm Immaculate 

Conception 
Advent Weekday Canon Philip Fitzgerald 

Friday 18th
 10am Immaculate 

Conception  
Advent Weekday Barry Nevin 

Saturday 19th  
December 

11am 
6pm 

St Gerard’s 
Immaculate 
Conception 

Advent Weekday 
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

Tom Keyes 
Fr Laurance Lister 

Sunday 20th
 9am Immaculate 

Conception 
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

Expectant Mothers 

Sunday 20th
 11am St Gerard’s Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 
John Halpin 

Monday 21st
 10am Immaculate 

Conception 

Advent Weekday Valerie Ayers 

Tuesday 22nd
 10am St Gerard’s Advent Weekday Margaret Bird 

Wednesday 23rd 
  

10am St Gerard’s Advent Weekday 
  

Tom Higgins 

Thursday 24th 
  
  
Christmas Eve
  

9am 
  
  
3pm 
  
5pm 
  
  
7pm 

Immaculate 
Conception 
  
St Gerard’s 
  
Immaculate 
Conception 
  
Immaculate 
Conception 
  

Advent Weekday 
  
  
Christmas Mass 
  
Christmas Mass 
  
  
Christmas Mass 

Bill & Kathleen Jen-
kinson 
Alma &Vincent Browne 
  
For the Homeless 
Muldowney and Camp-
bell Family 

Friday 25th
 9-30 

am 
Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Mass People of the Parish 

Saturday 26th
 11am St Gerard’s St Stephen Proto-

martyr 
Alan Browne 



Bible Quiz 

Todays Questions 

1) In the Book of Exodus what did they make when the people felt that Moses was being 
delayed in his meeting with God on Mount Sinai? 

2) In the Book of Numbers what does Moses make to help people recover from bites by 
poisonous serpents? 

3) In the Book of Revelation what are the final words called out to Jesus by the author?  

Answers to the last questions. 

1) Solomon, 2) Jeremiah, 3) Changing water into wine at the Wedding Feast of Cana 

Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard 

Gumersall 
Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 

01709 363 753 
office@tpicr.co.uk 

www.tpicr.com 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details 
(name, address and telephone number) have been stored on a list that 
the Parish uses for the purposes of providing you with a newsletter. Your 
distributor (the person who delivers your newsletter) will be given your 
address solely for the purposes of distributing the newsletter to you. This 
list will only be used by parish administration to remain in contact with 
you. Under no circumstances will your details ever be provided to any 
third party. If at any time you would like your details removing from this 
list, please email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with 
your name and address and ask for your details to be removed. 

Dear parishioners of St Gerard’s. There will be a Christmas tree in church again this year. 
Cards have been prepared to hang on the tree so we can remember and pray for family 
members, loved ones, and friends. With Covid things have to be a little different this 
year.  Janet Poole will be happy to write names of those to be remembered with any mes-
sage you would like to include. She will then place it on the tree.  Please message Janet on 
07468 692 256 any time until 18th December.  

Thank you to the people who have re-
cently had their Red Boxes emptied. I 
am pleased to confirm £234.86 has 
now been deposited at the bank. If 
anyone would like more information 
please contact Joanne on 
0783767786. Thank you for your gen-
erous support.' 

100 Club—The result of the November draw was 
137  - Andrew Neale.The December draw will 
take place on 28th.  

In the past years 300 blank, un-decorated baubles 
have been available to enable parishioners to add 
prayers for themselves for their loved ones and 
these prayers would be added to the Christmas 
Tree. It has been successful in having our loved 
ones in our thoughts and prayers and be part of 
Christmastide. 

With Covid things have to be a little different. If 
you would like to have your prayer offered for 
your family member, friend, neighbour or someone 
who is in need of our prayers at this time please 
send your prayer or personal thoughts by email to 
sentimentspic@gmail.com I will print the email or 
write your message on the card and it will be 
placed on the Christmas Tree. Prayers will be ac-
cepted up to Wednesday 23th Dec. By this method 
only one person has handled the card. 

You can contact me by text or speak with me on 
Mob 07955709776 or send email. God Bless Rose-
mary 

mailto:sentimentspic@gmail.com

