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20th January 2021 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I am writing to you with renewed hope in these difficult times.  A blessing for many during this 
lockdown is the opportunity to continue to come together for public worship.  Government has 
recognised that public worship is central to our Catholic life and of benefit to the community at large.  
I know that some of our parishes, for safety sake, have taken the decision to stream Mass only for the 
present online. 
 
Whether your parish remains open or closed for the moment we must all, however tiresome, continue 
to follow the rules and play our part in protecting our neighbours and ourselves in the coming months. 
 
Also, to address letters and emails I have received questioning the ethical and moral nature of the 
vaccines being offered.  I know that many of you will be asking yourselves what you will do when you 
receive your invitation for vaccination, especially with the misinformation that is circulating, not least 
on social media. 
 
You may not be aware, but the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a Note on the 21st 
December 2020, in which it clarifies the absence of morale culpability on the part of those receiving 
the vaccine when there is no choice which vaccine is received.  In fact, it says that there is a 
responsibility on the part of all to seek the vaccination as it is not just a matter of protecting one’s 
own health, but also the protection of others health as well. 
 
We all know the effects of misinformation.  It seeks only to divide and destroy and to hold people in 
fear.  In the end it is the decision of each individual whether to receive the vaccine or not.  However, 
this decision must be made from a well-informed conscience by listening to the voice of the Church 
and her teachings and not to allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by the loud voices we hear in social 
media. 
 
In the darker days over the last few weeks and months I have returned to the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah as a source of encouragement and hope and for this reason I share with you.  “I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare not evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  
Jeremiah 29:11.  The Church and her teaching is always for our welfare not evil and offers us hope for 
the future. 
 
Let us continue to hold one another in prayer. 
 
Yours in Christ the Redeemer 
 

 
 


