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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 

17TH APRIL 2021 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

A Community of communities. — During 
these weeks of Eastertide we are going to 
have several readings at mass from the 
Acts of the Apostles. It is a great re-
source for us to explore and to discover 
how the first Christian communities 
(parishes) came together, how they sup-
ported each other and from where their 
courage to become disciples of the Lord 
came from. A contemporary equivalent is 
in creating within our parishes today a 
community of communities.  

During one of our lockdowns I came 
across a podcast produced by a movement 
called Rebuild in which the speaker de-
scribed his parish as a community of com-
munities and not as a community with 
communities. The point he was making was 
that the formation of these smaller gath-
erings was to help members grow in their 
discipleship for the Lord and serve the 
wider community. ‘A community of commu-
nities’ has a greater sense of interaction 
and co-responsibility across the wider 
community. Communities within communi-
ties on the other hand can mean inde-
pendent groups existing for their own 
purpose.   

The purpose for small communities serv-
ing the parish and wider community is to 
give people the opportunity to come to-
gether regularly in smaller numbers to 
pray and learn from one another using sa-
cred scripture in order to help each per-
son to be an active disciple with the op-
portunity to serve the wider community. 
The emphasis is in building close, trusted 
relationships to support one another and 
enable each person to look outward, pass-
ing on God’s love to others, serving the 
parish community and beyond. So the 
prime objective of the small gathering is 
to help in the formation of its own mem-
bers so that they can serve others out-
side of the gathering. It can be the rich 
soil where the potential and gifts of a 
person can be recognised and encouraged 
to grow in accordance with the work of 
the Holy Spirit. So I invite you to talk 
with friends about this exciting initiative 
and if you would like to become one of our 
small communities of growth and disciple-
ship please contact me. In the meantime 
during the Eastertide I will help you with 
some more material on this subject. God 
Bless, Fr. Desmond.  



Anniversaries  

13th April Irene Poole, 18th Ei-
leen Sherwin, Graham Raggett, 
Alfred Peet,  Kathleen Stocik, 
Horice Spafford,  19th Marga-
ret Hetherington, Ivy May Wil-
liams, 20th Peter Bryce, Barbara 
Preston, Ernest Charles Clarke, 
Laslo Kovaks, 21st Edward Egan, 
Leonard Hall, 22nd Joss Rowell, 
George Gill, Joss Patrick Rowley, 
Katie Gallagher, Thomas Paine, 
23rd Ken Jennings, Lewis East-
wood, 24th Christopher Haigh, 
John Day, Thomas Grace, Ernest 
Robinson, Harry Hizard, Maxon 
Perry, 26th Timothy Browne, 
Mary Flynn-Ball, Diane Bowden, 
Petra Lalic, Ann Moor, 27th Su-
san Kavanagh, Tom Haddican, 
Winifred Egan, Terry Cassidy,  
28th Li Hobson, The Porter 
Family, John Wilson, 29th Peter 
Kelly, Cyril geras, Norah Boyce, 

Richard Haigh, 30th Jack white-
head, Brian Holt, Scott Ellis, 
Ann McLean, Murial Gedling, 1st 
May David Haywood, Paul 
Greene, Thomas William Brough-
ton             

Recent Deaths  

Terry Boyle, Duke of Edinburgh, 
Thora McFadden   

Please pray for the following 
who are ill  

Angela Gaynor, John Wistow, 
Joyce Baird, Maria and John 
Rourke, Eileen, Mary Bowen, 

Jane Kelly, Maggie Leary, An-
drea, Hazel and Mel Stephenson, 
Arthur Perry, Peggy Shanahan, 
Lynne Ashmore, Anne, Maz, Car-
ol, Elizabeth, Rosemary Trask, 
Eoghan Nolan, Michael Garvey, 
for Sandra, for Malachi, for 
Skylar, Jennifer, Nick and their 
children, John W, Lucy Frith, 
Hilda Flaherty, all vulnerable 
adults and all who are suffering 
with Covid 19.  

Celebrations 

Congratulations to Angela and 
George Parkin who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding Anniver-
sary on the 24th April 

- 

If you wish to add names to this 
list email details to of-
fice@tpicr.co.uk or ring 01709 
363753. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 
AMEN 

AND I HAVE WALKED 
10,000 STEPS AND I 
HAVE WALKED 10,000 
MORE 

This year, CAFOD launched 
the Walk for Water Chal-
lenge in response to the dif-
ficulties people had in parts 
of the world in gaining access 
to clean, safe water.  

Abdella, in Ethiopia, walks ten 
hours a day to provide water 
for his family. I also learned 
that over 800 children under 
5 years of age die every day 
from diseases caused by 
dirty water and  poor sanita-
tion. Clean, fresh water, is 
something that we take for 
granted. I accepted the chal-
lenge to walk 10,000 steps a 
day for the 46 days of Lent. 
This seemed a tough chal-
lenge but when I thought of 
all the great blessings that 
God has given me over my 82 
years, I knew I had to give 
something back in return.  

I completed the walking by 
Easter, 46 consecutive days; 
over 460,000 steps (equating 
to around 230 miles) and 
thanks to the wonderful gen-

erosity of so many people 
raised the magnificent sum 
of £2,300. This should ena-
ble CAFOD to complete wa-
ter projects for three com-
munities.  

When we look back over the 
last year with all its anxie-
ties, illness, deaths and 
grieving it would be easy to 
feel despair. But having ex-
perienced the superb re-
sponse my heart was filled 
with hope.  

I want to thank sincerely 
everyone who supported this 
challenge. It made my steps 
lighter knowing that I was 
supported by so many people 
wanting to make a positive 
difference to other people’s 
lives. It was certainly a very 
well-worthwhile challenge.  

It gave me a special joy when 
others joined me for parts of 
the walk, particularly our 
grandchildren, Emily & Nina. 
Sharing the beauty of spring 
with them put me in mind of 
the poet who wrote, “The 
world is charged with the 
grandeur of God”.  

It was certainly an inspira-
tional time to be walking.  

Walking towards Easter – 
‘the eternal springtime’.  

Thank you  

Bill Hurley. April 2021  



The Fortnight Ahead 

Music Ministry in the Parish 

Over the next few weeks we intend to reintroduce the music ministry to our parishes with 
one or two people singing socially distanced and accompanied by a musician. We can also rec-
ord people singing and later play the recording at mass. Of course out in the open space we 
can all sing together which means a choir can get together and record their singing. Also 
watch out for surprise open air masses over the next few weeks depending on the weather, 
giving everyone the chance to sing together. After all to sing to the Lord is a joyful prayer. 

St Joseph, Patron of Work. 1st May—On the 1st May, in honour of St Joseph, there will 
be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Gerard’s Church from 10am and at 10-30am 
the Litany of St Joseph and Benediction will follow. Mass will be at 11am.  

Sacrament of Confession.— Fr. Desmond is always available to hear confessions on request 
making arrangements to meet at a time that is convenient.  

He will also be available at the Immaculate Conception after the 10am morning mass on 
Mondays and on Saturdays from 5pm.  

Saturday 17th 
April 

6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confession 
3rd  Sunday of Easter 

 People of the Parish 

Sunday 18th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

3rd  Sunday of Easter Eileen Hardwick 

  11am St Gerard’s 5th Sunday of Ordinary 
Time  

 Dennis Browne 

Monday 19th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday 
Confession available 
afterwards 

Cathleen Boyle 

Tuesday 20th 10 am St Gerard’s 
School 

Eastertide Weekday Stanley Family 

Wednesday 21st No 
mass 

 Eastertide Weekday
  

- 

Thursday 22nd 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday Martin Westby 

Friday 23rd 10am Immaculate 
Conception
  

St George Martyr, Pa-
tron of England 

John Menezes 

Saturday 24th 
April 

11am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Jacinta Charmack 

  6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confessions 
4th Sunday of Easter 

Angela and George  
Parkin 

Sunday 25th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

4th  Sunday of Easter Dawn Hindley 

  11am St Gerard’s 4th Sunday of Easter People of the Parish 

Monday 26th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday  Yorkshire Brethren 

Tuesday 27th   
  

10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Margaret Ford 

Wednesday 28th 10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Peter and Florence 
Bryce 

Thursday 29th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

St Catherine of Sienna
  

John Geoghegan 

Friday 30th    
  

10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday Pat & Denis  
Bartholomew 

Saturday 1st May 10am 
  
11am 

St Gerard’s Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
St Joseph the Worker 

Bernard Atkinson 



Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard Gumersall 

Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 
01709 363 753 

office@tpicr.co.uk 
www.tpicr.com 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the 
purposes of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who 
delivers your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of 
distributing the newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administra-
tion to remain in contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever 
be provided to any third party. If at any time you would like your details removing 
from this list, please email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with 
your name and address and ask for your details to be removed. 

Bible Quiz—Questions for this edition.  

1) According to the Gospel of John how many hampers were filled with scraps after the 
feeding of the multitude? 

2) In the Acts of the Apostles who advised the Sanhedrin to let Peter and his compan-
ions go free?  

3) In the Gospel of John who came at night to listen to Jesus?  

Answers to the last questions: 

1) Joseph of Arimathaea, 2) The Road to Emmaus, 3) Breakfast  

Safeguarding RepresentativesImmaculate Conception Parish.  

Tony Dodsworth -> safeguarding1.ich@Hallam-diocese.com or 01709 363151.  

Carmel Stagles. -> safeguarding2.ich@Hallam-diocese.com or 07832110490  

St Gerard’s Parish.  

Angela Prichard -> parsnipe0@gmail.com or 07847888836  

Following the sad passing of my husband Bob, on behalf 
of myself and my family I would like to thank Fr Des-
mond, our friends and parishioners of Immaculate Con-
ception, St. Gerard’s and Blessed Trinity for your won-
derful love and support at this difficult time. It was truly 
humbling to see how many people came out to stand on 
Herringthorpe Valley Road for the funeral. We are over-
whelmed by the prayers, messages, flowers, food and 
mass intentions. It is a great comfort to us and will be 
continue to be in the future.  

God’s blessings to all.  

Kath Thomas  

May is the month to empty the red mission boxes in St Gerard’s parish. If you have a box, 
please bring it to church and give it to Win Egan.  Donations can also be placed in an enve-
lope and brought to church. Just write “Missio” on the envelope. Win is more than happy to 
call and collect boxes  or donations from anyone who cannot get to church. She can be con-
tacted on 01709 852761. Donations can also be made online at missio.org.uk/redbox  

100 Club—Congratulations to: 

Maureen Gurran the winner of St Gerard’s monthly draw for 
March number 23,  

and belatedly 

Kieran McCann for the Immaculate Conception February 
draw with number 65. 


