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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 

1ST MAY 2021 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

During the Pandemic Pope Francis has 
been writing and publishing a lovely book 
titled ‘Let Us Dream’. It is a timely re-
flection on what we have all gone through 
these past 12 months and provides inspi-
ration and food for thought. Over the 
next few weeks I will quote some passag-
es for us all to pray about and reflect up-
on. Our first few lines come from the 
opening two pages: 

Let us Dream. The Path to a Better 
Future by Pope Francis   2020 

I see this time as a reckoning. I think of 
what Jesus tells Peter in Luke 22:31, that 
the devil wants him to be sifted like 
wheat. To enter into crisis is to be sifted. 
Your categories and ways of thinking get 
shaken up; your priorities and lifestyles 
are challenged. You cross a threshold, ei-
ther by your own choice or by necessity, 
because there are crises, like the one 
we’re going through, that you can’t avoid. 

The question is whether you’re going to 
come through this crisis and if so, how. 
The basic rule of a crisis is that you don’t 
come out of it the same. If you get 
through it, you come out better or worse, 
but never the same. We are living a time 
of trial. The Bible talks of passing 
through fire to describe such trials, like 
a kiln testing the potter’s handiwork 
(Sirach 27:5). The fact is that we are all 
tested in life. It’s how we grow. In the 
trials of life, you reveal your own heart: 
how solid it is, how merciful, how big or 
small. Normal times are like formal social 
situations: you never have to reveal your-
self. You smile, you say the right things, 
and you come through unscathed, without 
ever having to show who you really are. 
But when you’re in a crisis, it’s the oppo-
site. You have to choose. And in making 
your choice you reveal your heart.  

Schools Together  Statement for Parish Newsletters, Diocese of Hallam Catholic Mul-
ti, Academy Trusts— Foundation Directors  

For some time now, the Diocese of Hallam has been working on a strategic vision for the fu-
ture of our schools. This vision centres on protecting and developing further the Catholic 
identity and mission of our schools by ensuring that each one is part of a large Catholic 
Multi Academy Trust.  

This is an exciting initiative for the Diocese and our Schools. It will lead to a transfor-
mation in the support that schools receive, increase development opportunities for school 
staff, support the development of future catholic school leaders and have a positive impact 
on the future of Catholic Education in the Diocese.  

Within the Trusts our schools will retain a local governing body, the Academy Committee, 
which will continue to be charged with overseeing the Catholic Life of the school and stand-
ards.  

However, each Trust will also require a strong board of directors made up of people with 
skills in a wide range of areas who are willing to represent me in ensuring that the Trust 
complies with its legal and canonical duties to preserve and develop its Catholic character.  

Our two new Catholic Multi Academy Trusts will be opened in early 2022 and will be named 
shortly. I am seeking to recruit foundation directors both now and in the lead up to 2022 
into this important new role so that they are able to begin to support the Diocese in the 
many areas of work which must be completed prior to the opening of the Trusts.  



Anniversaries  

1st May David Haywood, Paul 
Greene, Thomas William Brough-
ton, David Haywood, 2nd James 
Sheil,Edna Stone,  John Diskin, 
Teresa Canning, Victor Morley, 
3rd Michael Mangan, Margaret 
McDermott, Leokadis Strzala, 
Michael Whelan, Cynthia 
Wheldon, John Flynn, Margaret 
Wright, Maria Gell, 4th Fred 
Martin, Eric Mountain, John Ge-
oghan,  John Pratt, 5th Reno 
Morciano, James Coull, Alan 
Beck, Moira Goulty, William 
Pickering, Jerry Ryan, Jack 
O’Connor, 6th Heather Glen, Jim 
Donnelly, Stefanie Dom-
browski,7th  Mary Lou Wallace, 
Fr. Keith Tomlinson, George Bell, 
Elizabeth Sheeran, John 
Sheeran, Jack Ainsworth, 8th 

Lilly Wood, Patricia Banks, Pat-
rick Green, Marian Zgoda, Ray-
mond Price,  9th Mai Sexton, 
Florence Laker, Pat Toone, Des-
mond Leatherhead, Stuary Lis-
ter, Joyce Gettings,  10th Jack 
Burke, Catherine Fallon, Joe 
McGuinness, Thelma Clarke, 11th 
Ashton Family, 12th, Patrick 
O’Sullivan, Ethel Brabbs, Joseph 
Cleary, Josephine Plunkett, 13th 
Edith Cassidy, Patrick Garvey, 
Martin Otiend, 14th Barry 
Frost, Josephine Crowley.             

 Recent Deaths  

Joyce Baird, Brain Ripley,  

Please pray for the following 
who are ill  

Stuart, Angela Gaynor, John 
Wistow, Maria and John Rourke, 
Eileen, Mary Bowen, Jane Kelly, 
Maggie Leary, Andrea, Hazel and 
Mel Stephenson, Arthur Perry, 
Peggy Shanahan, Lynne Ashmore, 
Anne, Maz, Carol, Elizabeth, 
Rosemary Trask, Eoghan Nolan, 
Michael Garvey, for Sandra, for 
Malachi, for Skylar, Jennifer, 
Nick and their children, John W, 
Lucy Frith, Hilda Flaherty, all 
vulnerable adults and all who are 
suffering with Covid 19.  

If you wish to add names to this 
list email details to  

office@tpicr.co.uk or ring 01709 
363753. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 
AMEN 

Foodbank update—The next fortnight is a 
other time of change with the foodbank’s or-
ganisation and routine… even after the last 
year, we continue to evolve.  As the govern-
mental Covid restrictions lift, the future of 
the operation is being planned.   

Currently, 78 families are being supported 
and provided with weekly food parcels, if re-
quired, and there were 3 emergency parcels 
delivered last week.  We are no longer just 
assisting those within Maltby and the local 
area but have families in various other parts 
of Rotherham… no-one is ever refused help.  
This is still more than double the number 
who attended during our pre-pandemic times 
and we need to ensure that the Parish of St. 
Mary Magdalene, the volunteers and every-

one else who helps and supports us, can to 
continue to meet the needs of our clients. 

Therefore, last Tuesday, there was the inau-
gural meeting of the organisation’s manage-
ment committee.  It is a learning process for 
many of us but we have realised that, when 
looking into possible funding from other bod-
ies, to enable us to continue what we do and 
hopefully look towards providing additional 
support/assistance to our clients and others 
within our community, we need to formalise 
much of what we do and therefore we now 
have amongst other paperwork, a written 
constitution, code of conduct and job de-
scriptions.  

The other change is that from next week,... 

The role of the Directors of the new CMAT Boards in overseeing the development of the 
CMATs will be hugely important. The role will be challenging but the rewards in terms of 
seeing the CMATs being successful will be great. We are looking for people who are com-
mitted to making a difference. The role of Director is wide ranging but rest assured the 
Diocese will ensure that training and support is provided.  

Information on the role of a director within the Catholic Multi Academy Trusts will be 
available from 22nd April 2021 on the MAT Development page of the Diocese of Hallam 
website together with an application form.  

Please do read that information and if, after doing so, you wish to be considered for the 
role of foundation director, please complete the application form and return it to the Dio-
cese of Hallam Schools’ Department at the address stated on the form and by Wednesday 
12th May.  

Should you wish to know more about the role or have some specific questions to ask, please 
contact Clare Thorpe at the Schools’ Department whose contact details can be found on 
the application form.  

Right Rev. Ralph Heskett,  Bishop of Hallam  



Re-establishing the Rota for Readers.—We invite all who would like to help with reading the 
scriptures at mass both at the Immaculate Conception and at St Gerard’s to put their 
names forward as soon as possible indicating which day/mass they are available to attend.  

Saturday 1st May 6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confession 
4th  Sunday of Easter 

Grace Green-Danisz 

Sunday 2nd 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

4th  Sunday of Easter People of the Parish 

  11am St Gerard’s 4th Sunday of Easter
  

Ann Burke 

Monday 3rd 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

SS Philip and James 
Confession available 
afterwards 

Hugh Hand 

Tuesday 4th 10 am St Gerard’s English Martyrs Edward & Michael Egan 

Wednesday 5th 10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday
  

Fr Kevin Martin & fam-
ily. 

Thursday 6th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday Owen Kavanagh 

Friday 7th 10am Immaculate 
Conception  

St John of Beverly Bob Thomas 

Saturday 8th May 11am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Gerald Latham 

  6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confessions 
6th Sunday of Easter 

People of the Parish 

Sunday 9th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

6th  Sunday of Easter Joseph Cleary 

  11am St Gerard’s 6th Sunday of Easter Mai Sexton 

Monday 10th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Eastertide Weekday Dawn Hindly 

Tuesday 11th   
  

10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Keith Gale 

Wednesday 12th 10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Betty Batty 

Thursday 13th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

The Ascension of 
the Lord  

Tony Singleton 

Friday 14th    
  

10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Funeral Mass please 
only attend if invited. 

Joyce Baird 

Saturday 15th 
May 

10am St Gerard’s Eastertide Weekday Dennis Brown 

… our main working days are going to just be 
Monday and Tuesday - the first of those be-
ing to ensure that there are enough items 
for the parcels to be prepared and picked up 
the following day.  It might make these days 
longer but the scouts and other groups are 
hoping to return to The Coleman Centre, our 
headquarters, from June and therefore eve-
rything needs to be tidied away at the end of 
each session, so items don’t get interfered 
with.  Also, as more people are out and about, 
many of those who used to get deliveries are 
happy to come and collect… this includes a 
lovely couple who plan to come down on their 
mobility scooters because they’d love to 
‘meet the team’. Many of those who we have 
supported over the last year, we have never 

met in person because the delivery drivers 
have done a wonderful job.  A few people will 
continue to get deliveries but we anticipate 
being able to do this using cars.    

As well as, once again, thanking Fr. Des and 
those parishioners who continue to support 
us in whatever way you are able, we would 
like to especially thank the children from St. 
Gerard’s, who raised a fantastic sum of mon-
ey, during Lent, for the foodbank.  A 
Zumbathon sounds like a lot of fun and some-
thing some of our volunteers would have en-
joyed…  we look forward to receiving your 
shopping!!   

Our current shopping list consists of UHT 
milk, biscuits, tinned fruit and crisps and 
snacks  



Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard Gumersall 

Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 
01709 363 753 

office@tpicr.co.uk 
www.tpicr.com 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the 
purposes of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who 
delivers your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of 
distributing the newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administra-
tion to remain in contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever 
be provided to any third party. If at any time you would like your details removing 
from this list, please email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with 
your name and address and ask for your details to be removed. 

Bible Quiz—Questions for this edition.   

1) What is the name of the angel who meets Tobias in the Book of Tobit?  
2) In the Acts of the Apostles Paul and Barnabas have to stop the people referring to 

them as what?  
3) In the NT one of the epistles is addressed to Gaius, which one?   
Answers to the last questions. —1) 12 baskets full 2) Gamaliel 3) Nicodemus  

May is the month to empty the red mission boxes in St Gerard’s parish. If you have a box, 
please bring it to church and give it to Win Egan.  Donations can also be placed in an enve-
lope and brought to church. Just write “Missio” on the envelope. Win is more than happy to 
call and collect boxes  or donations from anyone who cannot get to church. She can be con-
tacted on 01709 852761. Donations can also be made online at missio.org.uk/redbox  

 
100 club end of 13th year.—On the 1st May 
the 100 club will have been running for 13 years  
In this time we have: 
 Collected a total of £140746 
 Prizes £25200 
 Total to church £115546 
This is really good BUT during the lockdown and 
for various reasons we have lost 17 members. 
Despite various appeals I have only managed to 
get 3 new members. If you can afford £2 a week 
please join. You can contact me on 07960351922 
and I will do the rest 
Thank you all for all your support and those who 
have not restarted since lock down ring me if I 
can help 
IC—No 134 was the no to win £500 in the April 
100 club draw. Congratulations to Jane Kelly  
StG—Congratulations to Debbie Kettleburgh, 
the winner of St Gerard's monthly draw for 
April  (Number 17) 

Preparing for Pentecost.—The two parishes of the Immaculate Conception and St Gerard’s 
are making plans to hold one Sunday mass on the Morning of Pentecost, 23rd May 11am on 
the playing fields of St Gerard’s School, weather permitting. There will be no need to book 
but please bring your own seats and mask. Social distancing will be maintained and, we can 
all sing together in the open air. If however by Wednesday/Thursday 19th/20th May the 
weather forecast is not good, we will revert to the two masses, 9am and 11am and bookings 
will have to be made under these circumstances. 

A Community of communities.—If you feel ready to join others in forming a 
small supportive group who will meet to pray together and give support and en-
couragement to one another in the life journey of faith then have a chat with 
family or friends and get in contact with me when you are ready. Fr. Desmond  

Thank you for your generous donations to 
CAFOD’s Family Fast Day during Lent and 
for taking part in our ‘Walks for 
Water’.  In Lent 2018 we featured Marian 
and her son Svondo in Zimbabwe, we are 
pleased to let you know that the communi-
ty vegetable garden that your donations 
helped provide is growing well and during 
the pandemic the family has survived on 
the vegetables. Your support has also 
helped to provide soap and handwashing 
stations in the garden and in family homes. 
This is just one of many long-term devel-
opment projects that CAFOD has funded 
with the money from that Fast Day. Thank 
you for your steadfast support. 

 Minutes from the last St Gerard's 
parish meeting are available on the 
parish website. If you would like an 
electronic copy, please e-mail hila-
rybryce@hotmail.co.uk or call Hilary on 
01709 851595. Paper copies can be de-
livered with the newsletter on request. 

mailto:hilarybryce@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:hilarybryce@hotmail.co.uk

