
NEWSLETTER #16 OF 2021 

Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 

14TH AUGUST 2021 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

The Assumption of Our Lady 
 
On the 1 st November 1950, Pope Pius 
XII issued the Apostolic Constitution 
Munificentissimus Deus which declared as 
a matter of divinely revealed dogma 
that ‘the Immaculate Mother of God the 
Ever Virgin Mary, having completed 
her earthly course, was in body and soul 
assumed into heavenly glory’. We 
celebrate this Solemn Festival every year 
on the 15 th August. 
 
A question many people ask is did Mary 
die? In his work Fundamentals of 
Catholic Dogma, Ludwig Ott lists this 
teaching as sentential communior, (the 
more common opinion). For Mary, death, in 
consequence of her freedom from 
original sin and from personal sin, was not 
a consequence of punishment of 
sin. It seems fitting that Mary’s body, 
which was by nature mortal, should be, 
inconformity with that of her Divine Son, 
subject to the general law of death. 
 
Although it is the common understanding 
that Mary did die, Pope Pius XII 
deliberately refrained from defining this 
as a truth of faith. He also did not use 

the term ‘resurrection’. Instead he lim-
ited the teaching to affirming the 
elevation of Mary’s body to heavenly glo-
ry, declaring this truth a ‘divinely re-
vealed dogma’. 
 
In a general audience, August 16th 2006, 
Pope Benedict XVI encouraged us to 
contemplate Mary in heavenly glory and 
learn that this earth is not the 
definitive homeland for us either, and 
that if we live with our gaze fixed on 
eternal goods we will one day share in this 
same glory and the earth will 
become more beautiful. Consequently we 
must not lose our serenity and 
peace even amid the thousands of daily 
difficulties. Mary follows our footsteps 
with gentle concern, dispels the gloom in 
moments of darkness and distress and re-
assures us with her motherly hand.  
 
As we take in the stark warnings from 
the latest UN report on climate change 
and learn how to appreciate more the gift 
of creation, the message of 
Munificentissimus Deus should help us to 
work together with hope and not 
despair. 



Anniversaries 

August 15th,Kathleen Senior, 
Kathleen Barfield, Peter 
Clarke, Walter Hird, Jamesie 
Gavaghan, Maurice Rodgers 
16th,Frank Deehan,  Ann 
Mzyk, Kitty Bainbridge, Tere-
sa Nicholson, Nellie Bushby, 
17th Bishop John Wraw, Da-
vid Graham, Derek davis, Bri-
an Agus, 18th Elveen Gillatt, 
19th Barbara Jones, Jack 
Rabbitte, 20th James Conroy, 
Kyle Grande, Pierre Thibault, 
21st Melvin Grindle, Mushin 
Ahmed, Vera Strahan, 22nd 
Dorothy Ainsworth, Tina 
Glover, Luke Weyman, Keith 
Morte, Mary Wilson, 23rd 
Ron Simmons, Peter Roughley, 
Bernard Wright, Deaslec 
Boudne, Jeanne Widdowson, 
Pricilla Menzes, 24th, Mark 
Sharkey,Jnr., James Colligan, 
Agnes Birk, 25th, Geoff Fra-
ser, Firmin Kouakou, Mary 
Gibbons, John Deeming, 26th 
Jim Doran, Fr. John Cashman, 

T.Annama, T.T. Mathew, T.T. 
Thomas, 27th Tom McNicho-
las, Mary Moore, 28th Mary 
Patricia Harris, Mary Dun-
combe, Oxlee Family.    

Recent Deaths   

Alison Renshaw, Margaret 
Peat,  

Please pray for the following 
who are ill  

Desmond Jenkinson, Angela 
Gaynor, John Wistow, Maria 
and John Rourke, Eileen, 
Mary Bowen, Jane Kelly, Mag-
gie Leary, Andrea, Hazel and 
Mel Stephenson, Arthur Per-
ry, Peggy Shanahan, Lynne 
Ashmore, Anne, Maz, Carol, 
Elizabeth, Rosemary Trask, 
Eoghan Nolan, Michael Gar-
vey, Hilda Flaherty, all vulner-

able adults and all who are 
suffering with Covid 19 and 
other forms of serious ill-
nesses. If you wish to add 
names to this list email de-
tails to office@tpicr.co.uk or 
ring 01709 363753. 

Congratulations to Caoimhe 
McLaughlin on her First Holy 
Communion last Saturday at 
St Gerard’s, to Marie and 
Dominic on the baptism of 
their daughter Abby Kathryn 
Burland this Sunday 15th Au-
gust, and congratulations to 
Abigail Lythall and Ian Wil-
kinson who are getting mar-
ried on the 21st August, to 
Katherine Racheal Wain and 
Sean James Meehan who are 
getting married on the 26th 
August and to Lucy Race and 
Liam Nolan who are getting 
married on the 28th August. 
All the weddings are taking 
place at the Immaculate Con-
ception.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 
AMEN 

Confirmation Program for this Autumn. 
 
The preparation program for Confirmation is being repeated again this autumn 
for young people in Y7 and above.  
 
The program comprises of five sessions during October at 5pm on a Friday evening 
and will comprise of a mixture of zoom meetings on some evenings and live meetings 
on others.  
 
How this is organised will depend on the conditions we all find ourselves living under 
at the time. The first session will be on the 1st October and they continue on the 8th, 
15th 22nd and 29th October with the Confirmation Mass being held on the 6th Novem-
ber at 11am.  
 
The venue for the Confirmation Mass is still to be decided between the Immaculate 
Conception and St Gerard’s.  
 
Any young person interested in taking part must let Fr Desmond know as soon as pos-
sible.   
 
Another program will start in the New Year and will be open to young people in Y6 
upwards.    



The Fortnight Ahead: 

Three more ministries to consider. 
As we gradually reintroduce some of 
the practises we enjoyed taking part in 
before the first lock down I invite you 
to consider joining in on three more 
ministries.  
 
The first is that of welcoming people 
as they arrive at our churches for a 
service. All our stewards have enjoyed 
meeting so many people as they come 
to the services and several have of-
fered to stay on, welcoming people as 
they arrive. All you need to have is a 
warm nature, an ability to communicate 

some simple instructions and be able 
to arrive 30 min before a service 
starts.  
 
There are now two groups helping to 
arrange flowers, one in each parish. 
Perhaps you too would like to join.  
 
Lastly, we would like to reintroduce 
the reader rota across all our masses. 
Could you help with reading at mass on 
a particular day?  
 
If you are interested in any of the 
above please let Fr Desmond know.     

Saturday 14th 
August 

6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confession 
Assumption of the Lord 

People of the parish 

Sunday 15th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

Assumption of the Lord John Geoghegan 

  11am St Gerard’s 17th Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

Eileen Brennan 

Monday 16th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday Fr Stan Swamy 

Tuesday 17th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday   

Wednesday 18th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday  

Thursday 19th  7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday George and Flor-
ence Powell 

Friday 20th 10am Immaculate 
Conception  

St Bernard Joyce Baird 

Saturday 21st 
August 

11am St Gerard’s St Pius X   

  6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confessions 
21st  Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

Cartlidge Family 

Sunday 22nd 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

21st  Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

People of the Parish 

  11am St Gerard’s 21st Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

Francis Browne 

Monday 23rd 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekday David Lewis 

Tuesday 24th    
  

10am 
  
11-45 
am 

St Gerard’s 
  
Immaculate 
Conception 

St Bartholomew 
  
Funeral Service 

  
  
Margaret Peat 

Wednesday 25th 10am St Gerard’s Weekday Liam & Margaret 
Jenkinson 

Thursday 26th 7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Blessed Dominic of the 
Mother of God Major   

Drower Family 

Friday 27th     
  

10am Immaculate 
Conception 

St Monica Hankin Family 

Saturday 28th 11am St Gerard’s St Augustine People of the Parish 



Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard Gumersall 

Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 
01709 363 753 

office@tpicr.co.uk 
www.tpicr.com 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the 
purposes of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who 
delivers your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of 
distributing the newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administra-
tion to remain in contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever 
be provided to any third party. If at any time you would like your details removing 
from this list, please email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with 
your name and address and ask for your details to be removed. 

  

Questions For this edition: 

1) Who in his epistle has a chapter beginning with the warning to us all to 
tame our tongues?  

2) Who writes two letters to the Thessalonians?  

3) In his letter to the early Church of whom does Jude warn the People of 
God of?  

Answers to the last questions. 

1) Boaz, 2) Moses and the People of Israel, 3) Amos 

Safeguarding RepresentativesImmaculate Conception Parish.  

Tony Dodsworth -> safeguarding1.ich@Hallam-diocese.com or 01709 363151.  

Carmel Stagles. -> safeguarding2.ich@Hallam-diocese.com or 07832110490  

St Gerard’s Parish.  

Angela Prichard -> parsnipe0@gmail.com or 07847888836  

Calling all singers and musicians! 

We will be restarting the Saturday mass music group in the Autumn and new members are 
always welcome. 

You don’t need to play an instrument just come along and join in the singing. If you do play 
an instrument you are equally welcome – we have room for all talents and abilities! You can 
be involved as little or as much as you want so don’t worry if you can’t attend every time we 
play or attend all the practices.  Please email me if you are interested and I will add you to 
our WhatsApp group so you can be kept up to date with what’s happening. Please join 
us!  email me kath.thomas@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
Colin Taylor is taking part in this year's Great North Run 
to raise money for the Samaritans.  
 
Colin says “This has been a difficult year for so many peo-
ple, so the Samaritans are now needed more than ever.”  
 
If you would like to sponsor him, please go to the following 
link: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Colin-Taylor65 

100 Club          
Immaculate       
Conception 

The winner of the 1st 
August draw was 
Catherine McNulty. 
The next draw will 
take place on 30th 
August. 
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