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Parish Vision Statement 

To be a joyful, inclusive Christ-centred 
community, drawing people to know Jesus 

through our words and actions. 

18TH DECEMBER 2021 

The Parishes of 

Blessed Trinity 

The Immaculate Conception 

St Gerard’s 

Many people will be carefully consider-
ing what to do where to go and how 
much interaction to be involved in with 
other people during the days leading 
up to Christmas. Once again we are liv-
ing through another wave of a new 
form of the virus which has the poten-
tial to wreck yearned for opportuni-
ties to gather with loved ones over the 
Christmas period. No one wants to 
test positive and have to cancel the 
longed for reunion and so we play safe. 
I am amazed and in admiration of 
those who will still travel many miles 
to visit loved ones and before depart-
ing organise themselves to have the 
right type of test at the right time in 
the right place. Though none of us 
want these pressures we can turn 
them into opportunities to reflect and 
prayer about the challenges Mary and 
Joseph had to face as they prepared 
for the birth of Jesus. In Matthew’s 
Gospel Joseph faces many challenges 

to Mary and the child’s safety. He has 
to show courage, a cool head and the 
ability to plan and organise. In Luke’s 
account we learn of how Mary receives 
unexpected news that will change the 
direction of her life for ever. Both 
Mary and Joseph have to make a long 
and difficult journey at a time when 
they would have preferred to stay at 
home and be safe. Yet also in both 
gospel accounts there are the kind-
nesses of strangers who help the little 
family though the challenges ahead.  

Whatever you plans for this Christmas 
and New Year season may you too find 
the support and guidance needed to be 
able to share an important time with 
loved ones  and discover through 
whatever you may experience the 
presence of the Holy Family in your 
lives providing the hope and healing 
grace we all need.  

God’s Blessings be with you and all 
your loved ones.             - Fr. Desmond.   

Confession:  Saturday 5-15pm to 5-45pm. Or Monday after the 10am mass.  
Appointments can also be made if the above times are not suitable.    

Please note that it is now mandatory to wear a mask in church unless you are under 12 years of age 
or have a medical reason for not wearing a mask. Please use the hand sanitizers when entering and 
leaving and please try to reduce your movement when in the building. It is recommended that you 
take a lateral flow test before attending a service. Let’s all work to protect each other and thank 



Anniversaries 

18th Sharon Lala, Joan Ellis, 
Fred Unsworth, Joan Ellis, Fred 
Unsworth, Jeanette Dearing, 
Valerie McClare, Jeanette Dear-
ing, Valerie McClare, Andrew 
Rodgers, 19th Joan Wilson, Paul-
ine Brogan, Sharon Gillings, Amy 
Gurren, 20th Frank Wallace, 
James O’Connor, Mary Eyre, 
Tom Brown, 21st Charles Meilak, 
Jane Pratt, Mary O’Sullivan, 
22nd Eileen Byod, Geoffrey 
Francis, Patrick Weyman, Peter 
Doxey, Elizabeth Gwynne, David 
McNicholas, 23rd Edgar Clarke, 
Doreen Lee, Gerald Griffin, El-
eanor Collins, Roy Pilton, Susan 
McCarron,Andrew Ball, Ellen 
Maureen Unsworth, Rose Hall, 
24th James Barboza, WM Cross-
land, Thomas Higgins (Jnr) 25th 
Barry Nevin, Eileen Whitehouse, 
26th Beatrude Kelsall, Jim 
Scanlon, 27th Mary Josephine 
Cullen, 28th Bradley Smith, Lau-
rence Malone, Fr Anthony 
Atree, 29th Edna Mackin, Abra-
ham Joseph, Peter Fallon, Abra-
ham Neduvampugha, Florence 
Hizzard, Mary Catherine Gan-
non, 30th Maddie Hulmes, Made-
laine Humes, Sydney Halder, 31st 
Geoffrey Spencer Dilley, Mary 

(Mollie) Mangan, Nancy Hunt 1st 
Jan, Jessie Garvey, 2nd Mark 
Gwynne, Albert Ripley (Jnr), Al-
ice Cope, Frank Morley, JR 
Crossland, Terence Lumb, Tom 
Kelsall, 3rd Heather Yarnell, 4th 
Florence Bunting, Maria Emer-
son, James Kavanagh,Winifred 
Egan, 5th William Lee, Mary Jo-
sephine Agus, 6th Hannah 
McCarthy, Winnie McCarron, 
Beatrice Price, Patricia Earn-
shaw, Thomas O’Neill, 7th Basil 
Brown, Edward Bermingham, Ma-
bel Wadsworth, Roy Trask, 8th 
Derek Small, Michael Bell,     

If you would like to add someone 
to our record of anniversaries 
please forward the details of 
the person’s name and date of 
the anniversary of their death 
to office@tpicr.co.uk   

Recent Deaths   

Vincent Sweeney, Anne Giblin, 
Winn Woodcock,   Nellie McHale  

Please pray for the following 
with ill health  

Stephen Naylan, Winnie Conlon, 
Amelia and Walt Grant, Warner 
Powell, Loraine Shelden, Des-
mond Jenkinson, Angela Gaynor, 
John Wistow, Maria and John 
Rourke, Eileen, Mary Bowen, 
Jane Kelly, Maggie Leary, An-
drea, Hazel and Mel Stephenson, 
Arthur Perry, Peggy Shanahan, 
Lynne Ashmore, Anne, Maz, Car-
ol, Elizabeth, Eoghan Nolan, Mi-
chael Garvey, Hilda Flaherty,  
Garry Cox and Norah Scanlon All 
vulnerable adults and all who are 
suffering with Covid 19 and oth-
er forms of serious illnesses.  

Congratulations to Theodore 
Robson and his family, Theodore 
was baptised last Saturday. We 
also congratulate Carter Ian 
Gleedle and his family. Carter 
will be baptised this Saturday 
18th December at St Gerard’s, 
and more baptismal congratula-
tions to Lily and Amalia and 
their parents as they prepare 
for their baptism at the Immac-
ulate Conception on the 9th Jan-
uary.  

Congratulations also to Henry 
Woodhouse who will be Ordained 
to the Deaconate for Hallam on 
the 6th January.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 
AMEN 

Saturday 18th 
December 

6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confession 
4th Sunday of Ad-
vent 

 People of the Parish 

Sunday 19th 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

4th Sunday of Ad-
vent 

Bob Thomas 

  11am St Gerard’s 4th Sunday of Ad-
vent 

Patrick Joseph Dunne 

Monday 20th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Advent Weekday Wilson family 

Tuesday 21st 10am St Gerard’s Advent Weekday  Ellen Brennan 

Wednesday 22nd 10am St Gerard’s Advent Weekday Paul Butler 

Thursday 23rd  7pm Immaculate 
Conception 

Advent Weekday Bill & Catherine Jen-
kinson 

Friday 24th 3pm 
  
5pm 
  
12am 

St Gerard’s 
  
Immaculate 
Conception 
Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Vigil 
Mass 
  
Christmas Vigil 
Mass 
  
Mid Night Mass 

Tom Higgins 
  
Private Intention 
  
  
Holy Souls 

Saturday 25th 9-30 Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Morning 
Mass 

Pope Francis 

    No evening mass  

mailto:office@tpicr.co.uk


 

An Invitation to respond to Pope Francis 
“I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse 
capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s cus-
toms, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and 
structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization 
of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation” Pope 
Francis (Evangelii Guadium n.27). 
  

What do we need to transform in our parish community? We are approaching the final 
phases of the synod process within the Diocese with only 9 weeks to submit our responses 
after the Christmas Holiday. Make sure that your voice is heard by either joining the dis-
cussion in our parish or going along to one of the open meetings in either Wickersley on 22 
January or Sheffield on 5 February 2022 10:00-12:30. Book on Eventbrite. Additionally, 
make sure you submit your response in the questionnaire included with the Christmas issue 
of the Hallam News or via the Synod pages of the Diocesan Website www.hallam-diocese/
synod. The deadline for responses is 7 March 2022 

  
Sunday 26th 9am Immaculate 

Conception 
Holy Family of Je-
sus Mary and Jo-
seph 

People of the Parish 

  11am St Gerard’s Holy Family of Je-
sus Mary and Jo-
seph 

Bernard Atkinson 

Monday 27th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

St John Apostle Coyne Family 

Tuesday 28th      
  

 10am St Gerard’s Holy Innocent Ellen Hibbert  

Wednesday 29th 10am St Gerard’s St Thomas of Can-
terbury 

Deborah Cohen 

Thursday 30th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Sixth day of Octave Holy Souls 

Friday 31st        
  

10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Seventh Day of Oc-
tave 

McGuire Family 

Saturday 1st Jan-
uary 

11am St Gerard’s Mary Mother of God Arthur Hughes 

Saturday 6pm Immaculate 
Conception 

5pm Confession 
2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

 

Sunday 2nd 9am Immaculate 
Conception 

2nd  Sunday of 
Christmas 

People of the Parish 

  11am St Gerard’s 2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

Dorothy Whelan 

Monday 3rd 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Holy Name of Jesus Yorkshire Brethren 

Tuesday 4th 11am Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Weekday  Vincent Sweeney 

Wednesday 5th 10am St Gerard’s Christmas Weekday Ellen Hibbert  

Thursday 6th  10am 
  
7pm 

St Gerard’s 
  
Immaculate 
Conception 

Epiphany of the 
Lord 
Epiphany of the 
Lord 

  
  
Towey Family 

Friday 7th 10am Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Weekday Holy Souls 

Saturday 8th 11am Immaculate 
Conception 

Christmas Morning 
Mass 

People of the Parish 

http://www.hallam-diocese/synod
http://www.hallam-diocese/synod


Parish Priest Mgr. Desmond M. Sexton 
Priest in Residence at Blessed Trinity Fr. Richard 

Gumersall 
Pastor Emeritus Fr. Len May 

01709 363 753 
office@tpicr.co.uk 

www.tpicr.com 

Your details under the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 

If you are receiving a copy of this newsletter by hand, your details (name, address 
and telephone number) have been stored on a list that the Parish uses for the 
purposes of providing you with a newsletter. Your distributor (the person who 
delivers your newsletter) will be given your address solely for the purposes of 
distributing the newsletter to you. This list will only be used by parish administra-
tion to remain in contact with you. Under no circumstances will your details ever 
be provided to any third party. If at any time you would like your details removing 
from this list, please email the office at office@tpicr.co.uk, providing them with 
your name and address and ask for your details to be removed. 

Questions For this edition—Who are they? 
1) Who received in his dreams instructions from the Angel of God on how to care for a 

mother and child?  
2) Where in the Old Testament is reference made to the Ox and Ass and their aware-

ness of their Master?  
3) Where did the Magi meet King Herod? 
Answers to the last questions.—1) Abraham 2) Samson 3) Esther  

In time honoured tradition a group of Christmas carollers will be winding their way around 
the parish on Sunday 19th December. We plan to begin at Granny Vera’s house-15 Blackhill 
Rd, Brecks S653DU at 3.45pm . Everyone is welcome to come and join us- the more the 
merrier.  

Alpha starting 12th January.  Due to the new Covid restrictions we will be running the 
course via zoom again.  Alpha is a great way of exploring faith and life’s big questions. It’s 
for everyone regardless of where you are on your faith journey! For more information 
please contact Frances on 07875 576531 or email francestaylorpne@gmail.com. We look 
forward to seeing you online!  

This is from someone who attended Alpha previously:   

“I was a little unsure whether to attend the Alpha course or not but I thought I needed a 
little Spiritual guidance and a little more up to date knowledge on my religion as it was a 
long time since I was a school. So I thought a little refresher was required and I went along 
to the first session thinking if it wasn't for me then I'd quietly slip away and not go back. 
However, it was friendly, inspirational and made me seriously look at my beliefs in a new 
way. No brainwashing involved, just total positivity and getting you to use your brain again 
and re-introducing you to God and the wonderful world he has made for us. I actually got to 
know the people that I shared a Church with rather than simply giving a friendly nod to or a 
shake of the hand with once a week. I'm now more involved, more committed and, I believe, 
a better person. Come along and have a look for yourself, I'm so much happier now that I 
did so and I'm positive you will be so too. “ 

Toddler Liturgy:  This will be on Saturday 8th Jan 2pm at Immaculate Conception to cele-
brate the feast of the Epiphany.  You don’t need to book a place – just turn up!  

Home from Home Hallam – supporting a refugee family   Our project has made good pro-
gress and we are hoping to submit our application for the Community Sponsorship pro-
gramme to the Home Office in the next few weeks, when the Council have approved it.  An 
updated newsletter is available on our new webpage on the Diocesan website (https://hallam
-diocese.com/caritas/home-from-home/).  Thank you for your continued prayers.  

The Synodal Program.  
Thank you to all who have taken part so far 
in the process. We hope to be able to share 
with you by the beginning of the New Year 
the information gathered from our two par-
ishes so far.  
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day masses—
Please remember to book your seat for 
these masses. Ring 01709 363753 and give 
your name phone number and the number of 
seats you require and when. Please note that 
we are fully booked up for the 5pm Christ-
mas Eve Mass.  

mailto:francestaylorpne@gmail.com
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